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K Christian Conference of Asia 
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The 15th General Assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia 


“God, Renew Us In Your Spirit 
And Restore The Creation” 


The General Assembly, the highest governing body of the a A = 
Christian Conference of Asia, normally meets every five | , eer! 
years. lt is a special event when representatives of the CCA’s 


member churches and councils as well 
as ecumenical partner organisations 
come together for a celebration of faith 
and to reaffirm the unity of the fellow- 
ship in the Asian ecumenical 
movement. As the supreme decision- 
making representative gathering of its 
member churches and councils, the 
General Assembly celebrates the unity 
of the churches in Asia in worship, study, 
and action. It provides the opportunity 
for the representatives of the CCA mem- 
bers to express the common vision of 
the churches for the direction and mis- 
sion of the CCA. 


The CCA 15th General Assembly will 
take place in Kottayam, a historic multi- 
religious city in the southern state of 
Kerala, India, from 28 September to 3 
October 2023. The last assembly in In- 
dia took place in Bangalore in 1981. 


The General Assembly reviews the 
programmes and assesses the work 
carried out by the CCA through its 
programmes for the past years. It is also 
an occasion to enunciate general direc- 
tions and a common vision for the future 
mission and programmes of the CCA. 
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no faith in fossil fuels 


Christians and other people of faith worldwide joined tens of thousands in the March to End Fossil Fuels 
in New York City on September 17, 2023. Photo: Simon Chambers/ACT Alliance 


Representatives of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches (WCC) joined tens of 
thousands of demonstrators in New 
York City for the “March to End Fossil 
Fuels.” This powerful protest took place 
on 17 September, just before the United 
Nations General Assembly, where world 
leaders gathered for crucial climate dis- 
cussions. 


The march began with an interfaith in- 
vocation, bringing together people from 
various religious backgrounds. Frances 
Namoumou, from the Pacific Conference 
of Churches, delivered a Christian prayer 
focusing on water as a life-sustaining re- 
source, emphasizing the need to safe- 
guard it from exploitation and extraction. 
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A member of the WCC delegation in 
the march, Rev. Henrik Grape, WCC se- 
nior advisor on Care for Creation, 
Sustainability, and Climate Justice, em- 
phasized, “The fossil fuel industry has 
shown an unwillingness to change, de- 
spite the evidence and scientific consen- 
sus. People ofall faiths and Indigenous 
communities have marched together to 
demand the removal of fossil fuels from 
our society’s systems. A swift and equi- 
table phase-out is essential to protect 
our shared home.” 


Organizers estimated that between 
50,000 and 75,000 individuals participated 
in the Manhattan march, marking it as the 
largest climate protest in the US since the 
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak in 2020. 


Athena Peralta, WCC programme ex- 
ecutive for Economic and Ecological Jus- 
tice, stressed the WCC’s faith-based duty 
to support those most affected by climate 
change. She stated, “Our faith compels 
us to call upon our leaders to transform 
our unsustainable and unjust economic 
practices. Today, we acted in accordance 
with our faith.” 

In June 2023, the WCC central 
committee endorsed the Fossil Fuel Non- 
Proliferation Treaty, reaffirming its 
commitment to a fossil-free future. The 
“March to End Fossil Fuels” sent a clear 
message: the time to shift away from 
fossil fuels is now, and the global church 
community is at the forefront of this call 
for a rapid and equitable transition to 
protect our shared home. 


The present world development 
model is threatening the lives and liveli- 
hoods of many, especially among the 
world’s poorest people, and destroying 
biodiversity. The ecumenical vision is to 
overcome this model based on over-con- 
sumption and greed. -— WCC News 
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Delhi Summit of G-20 


18 Summit of G-20 nations was held under the 
presidentship of India at Delhi on 9 and 10 September 2023. It 
was the Group of 7 richest nations formed in 1999. It was, later, 
expanded as a Group of 20 developed and developing countries 
and the European Union. As G-20 members represent around 
85% of the global GDP, over 75% of global trade and two-thirds 
of world population, its meetings and decisions have 
overwhelming influence on the direction and working of the 
global political economy. 


The Delhi Summit held under the theme “One Earth, One 
Family, One Future” discussed issues of food security, climate 
and energy development, health and digitalization. The Summit 
affirmed the highly important need of reducing poverty and 
inequality, accelerating efforts for the achievement of SDGs, 
reforming multilateral systems, supporting growth of developing 
countries, sharing of development finance transparently and 
fairly among creditor and debtor countries, and many such 
important issues. 


The admission of the 55-member African Union as its new 
member, the creation of Global Biofuel Alliance and construction 
of India-West Asia—Europe corridor to facilitate quick and easy 
transportation through rail and road ways among these regions 
are the major decisions taken in this Summit. The need to 
increase regulations on cryptocurrency and the urgency in 
arriving at an agreement on a figure of $ 10 trillion for climate 
change adaptation project for the Global South, are the other 
important decisions. Although all these are bold decisions, 
based on past experiences, one can only be sceptical about 
the outcome. 


G-20 is a platform for sharing the concerns of the developed 
and the developing countries at regular intervals. However, in 
reality, G-20 has been used as a platform to protect the interests 
of the developed countries by winning diplomatic and concealed 
consent of the developing countries. 


There are reasons to believe that both the leaders of the 
developed and the developing nations bear heavy costs for 
maintaining this and other international platforms not for 
improving the life of the people in the latter countries, but to 
have periodic extravaganzas and to improve their image at home 
and globally. 


As per reports, the leadership of India has used this occasion 
to improve their image by incurring huge expenses. In order to 
conceal the poor living conditions of the people, the authorities 
forcibly evicted thousands of slum dwellers by deploying 
bulldozers, and to ensure the security of foreign dignitaries 
suspended operation of buses, trains and flights in Delhi for 
over one week, causing untold human rights violations and 
sufferings to the people. Unlike in the previous years, prior to 
the Summit, India organised nearly 200 meetings in 60 cities 
drawing more than 100,000 official visitors from 125 countries 
that forced her and the participating countries to incur huge 
expenses by forgoing provisioning of much needed basic 
requirements for the people everywhere. As_ per reports, India 
incurred Rs. 4,10,000 million for this extravaganza by neglecting 
funds to meet many extremely vital needs of the people. It is 
pointed out that Indonesia, President of the previous Summit 
spent only 10% of this amount. 


It must also be mentioned that the leaders of India and 
many nations were busy in attending the meetings of BRICS 
and ASEAN in the previous weeks. It is not suggested that 
these international platforms should be kept away but the 
various kinds of costs and contributions of this and such global 
organisations in the life of the people should be seriously 
considered. 


Thought for the Fortnight 


Do not go where the path may lead, 
go instead where there is no path 
and leave a trail. 


— Ralph Waldo Emerson 


“Wilderness Theology” 


Power and Wisdom 


from the Wilderness 
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H. Sharma Nithiyanandham 


Just as Jesus emerged from the wilderness 
strengthened and ready to embark on his ministry, 


we too are called to emerge from our own periods of reflection and preparation, 


and a burning desire to follow Jesus in all areas of our lives. 


Mark 1:1-14 


The wilderness is a place of 
desolation and vulnerability, 
where our true selves are re- 
vealed. In this stripped-down 
environment, devoid of the com- 
forts and distractions of the 
world, we are forced to con- 
front our own weaknesses and 
limitations. It is a time for self- 
reflection and examination, 
where we take stock of our lives 
and consider the areas where 
we need to grow and change. 


As we imitate Jesus’ journey 
into the wilderness, we are re- 
minded of our own need for spiri- 
tual discipline and self-denial. 
Like Jesus, we are called to fast, 
to let go of our attachments to 
worldly pleasures and desires in 
order to focus on our relationship 
with God. This deliberate act of 
self-emptying creates space in 
our hearts and minds, allowing 
us to be more receptive to God’s 
presence and leading. 


The temptations that Jesus 
faced in the wilderness serve as 
a cautionary tale for us. He was 
tempted with power, recognition, 
and worldly success. But he 
resisted these temptations by re- 
lying on the Word of God. Like- 
wise, in our own lives, we are 
constantly bombarded with the 
lure of self-indulgence, material- 
ism, and pride. 

Just as Jesus emerged from 
the wilderness strengthened 
and ready to embark on his min- 
istry, we too are called to emerge 
from our own periods of reflec- 
tion and preparation, with re- 
newed faith, commitment, and a 
burning desire to follow Jesus in 
all areas of our lives. 


God provides us with a des- 


with renewed faith, commitment, 


The Rt. Rev. Henry Sharma 
Nithiyanandham is Bishop 
in the Diocese of Vellore 

of the Church of South India 


ignated season to intentionally 
enter into the wilderness of our 
souls, to confront our own bro- 
kenness, and to cultivate a 
deeper intimacy with God. It is a 
time to wrestle with our own temp- 
tations, to seek forgiveness and 
healing, and to realign our lives 
with the teachings and examples 
of Jesus Christ. 


My reflections concern how 
in our own journey of disciple- 
ship we can derive power and 
wisdom from the wilderness. 
| want to explore the idea of the 
wilderness as a place of proc- 
lamation, as a place of self- 
realisation and as a place of 
rejection of the temptation of 
power. 


Wilderness as 
a Place of Proclamation: 


First, the wilderness is a 
place of proclamation. As we see 
in Mark’s Gospel, it is in the wil- 
derness that John the Baptist 
emerges as the prophetic voice 
calling people to repentance. The 


We must make our entire life as an act of faith, 
that is, of total confidence in the love of God 
which accompanies us everywhere and always, 
whatever the trials, in the joyful and in the sorrowful moments of our lives. 


In the wilderness despite being out of our comfort zone, 


we are equipped and empowered to resist 
the temptations and seductions of power, prestige and popularity 


and become patient and persevering in our discipleship. 


People’s, Reporter 
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barrenness and the desolation 
of the wilderness become a fer- 
tile ground for John’s coura- 
geous proclamation of the immi- 
nent arrival of the Messiah. Simi- 
larly, the wilderness offers us a 
quiet backdrop to proclaim the 
Good News to others. In the 
midst of the chaos and noise of 
the world, the wilderness pro- 
vides us with an opportunity to 
speak boldly and clearly about 
our faith, just as John did. 


Wilderness as a Place of 
Self- Realisation: 


Secondly, the wilderness is 
a place of self-realization. In the 
solitude of this arduous terrain, 
Jesus experienced a profound 
awakening to His true identity. As 
the Holy Spirit descends upon 
Him like a dove, Jesus hears the 
voice of God affirming His 
belovedness, saying, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you, 
| am well pleased.” In the wilder- 
ness, away from the distractions 
of everyday life, we too can en- 
counter our true selves and be- 
gin to recognize the depth of 
God’s love for us. It is a time for 
deep introspection, self-study, 
and personal growth. 


Wilderness as a Place of 
Rejection of Temptation: 


Lastly, the wilderness is a 
place of rejection of temptation. 
Immediately after His baptism, 
Jesus is forced by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted by 
Satan. In this spiritual battle, 
Jesus triumphs over temptation 
by relying on the power of the 
Scripture and the strength of His 
relationship with God. The wilder- 
ness becomes a testing ground 
where Jesus confronts 
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What Church Learns 
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From Creation-Friendly Farmers 


R. Daniel Premkumar 


Introduction 


Agriculture today is in crisis 
It has become non-viable and 
unsustainable. External inputs 
utilized by farmers today are 
extracts from non-renewable 
fossil fuels causing irreparable 
ecological damage. 
Multinationals have’ the 
stronghold in food production 
and marketing. They twist the 
arms of government into 
policies favourable to them. 


Food sufficiency at country 
levels and at community levels 
is rapidly declining. An alarming 
number of farmers trapped in 
indebtedness commit suicide. In 
Maharashtra alone seven 
farmers end their life per day 
because of the failure of the 
agriculture. 


Others, especially the youth, 
are abandoning agriculture for 
more lucrative livelihoods. 
Adivasis in tribal belts of India, 
though practise organic Life- 
Giving Agricultures succumbing 
to the massive propaganda of the 
Corporate Agri-Companies, are, 
now, slowly getting deviated 
towards inorganic agriculture 
which offers short term profits. 


Farmers belonging to 
Christian faith, also, share 
similar uncertainties besetting 
the larger farming community 
across the country. All the same, 
these tillers of land in village 
churches love their Bible and 
zealously hold on to their 
Christian faith. Many do not 
realise that the Bible is farmer 
friendly and is replete with 
agricultural imageries. It has 
elaborate sections on 
agricultural ethics teaching how 
to treat the orphan, widow and 
the migrant in sharing the 
produce. Organic world view of 
the Bible addresses the root of 
the problem in agriculture today. 
Life Giving Agriculture 
(LGA): 

LGAis a faith initiative by the 
Church in South Korea 
promoting creation friendly 
agriculture. We have brought LGA 
to India and initiated it at 
Malapalle Village in Kurnool 
district, Andhra Pradesh, and 
are practising it for the last 10 
long years. Following Jesus who 
has taught us to learn from the 
poor, the vulnerable and the 
people on the margins, has the 
Church got anything to learn 
from the margins of today- the 
LGA? 

1. In the Domain of Faith 

that is Earthly 


LGA practices faith that dares 
immersion and incarnation. 
Agriculture is one such activity 
that engages with all elements 
of nature, including planetary 
movements and human 
institutions like the market, trade 
and business, government 
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to learn from the poor, the vulnerable and the people on the margins, 
has Church got anything to learn from the margins of today- the LGA? 


policies both at the State as well 
as the national levels. Thus, 
Agriculture beckons the Church 
to plunge into public domain with 
Biblical ethics and Gospel 
values. For without this kind of 
immersion, there is no bearing 
of fruit. This is Incarnation Model 
anyway John 1.14 in Message 
Bible reads like this: 


The Word became flesh and 
blood 

And moved 
neighbourhood 

We saw the glory with our 
own eyes 

The one-of a- kind glory 

Like Father, like Son 

Generous inside out 

True from start to finish 


Popular Christianity today 
lambasts and pronounces the 
end of the World, the Second 
Coming of Christ and preparing 
the ‘faithful’ to get ready for a ride 
to their heavenly abode. Any 
emphasis on managing today’s 
living is considered un-spiritual. 


Sustainable farmers 
through LGA, practise creation 
friendly mode of agriculture 
resulting in ‘this worldly 
Spirituality’. Following the 
dictum of Jesus - ‘I came that 
you may have Life and have it 
abundantly’ (here and now - Jn 
10.10). 


Sustainable farmers are 
concerned with producing 
poison-free food for all, thus 
preventing devastation of God’s 
creation like land, water bodies, 
environment, health of humans 
and well-being of all living 
organisms. 


into the 


promoting creation friendly agriculture. 


Following Jesus who has taught us 


= a] 
Rev. Dr. Daniel Premkumar is 
a ‘Pastor to the Farmers’. 
He is the Founder of of the Life Giving 
Agricultural (LGA) Centre, 
at Malapalle Village, Kurnool Dt., 
Andhra Pradesh. 
And also of the Home for HIV Infected 
or Affected Children, Adoni 
2. In the Domain of Faith that 
is Concerned with 


Wellness of Next-Gen. 


All dominant cultures thrive 
on extraction economy and live 
for the day to meet their selfish 
concerns, insatiable greed with 
no thought for tomorrow and the 
concerns of the generations to 
come. But Creation Friendly 
farmers sing with the Psalmist: 


‘Great is the LORD and 
greatly to be praised, 

His greatness’. is 
unsearchable.’ 

One _ generation — will 
commend Your works to the 
next, 

And will proclaim Your 
mighty acts -’ (Ps 145.3,4) 

God the creator has created 
the present colossal and 
expanding Galaxies with so 
much thought sharing God’s own 
persona-not to destroy with a 
thunder bolt in one stroke but to 


Life Giving Agriculture (LGA) is a faith initiative by the Church in South Korea 


We have brought LGA to India and initiated it at Malapalle Village in Kurnool district, Andhra Pradesh 
and practising it for the last 10 long years. 
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beckon humans who are God’s 
image-bearers with God’s 
breath, not to play havoc with his 
magnificent and intricate creation 
but to nurture and act as 
Chowkidar (keeper)! Thus, says 
Bible: ‘He has made everything 
beautiful in its time. He has also 
set eternity in the hearts’... 
(Eccl 3.11) 


Thus, Abrahamic Blessing 
goes down from posterity to 
posterity like stars in the heaven 
multiplying. God of the Bible 
does not run Fast Food Centres 
but creates Rain Forests that 
take thousands of years to evolve 
to become what they are! If so, 
how can the Creator God in the 
entire Creation scheme running 
into Billions of years abruptly 
limit the survival of humans toa 
Nano second. 


3. In the Domain of Faith 
Embracing Scientific Temper 


All through history of 
Christianity there has been 
separation of Faith and Science. 
Church looked at Science with 
distrust and suspicion. Even 
today, many Evangelical 
traditions shy away from science. 
There were instances when 
Church excommunicated 
reputed Scientists. On the other 
hand, the Scientific community 
has produced many agnostics 
and atheists. Over the years, this 
rivalry is slowly on the down-turn 
and there is, now, more 
tolerance and acceptance 
between the disciplines. 


But, when church embraces 
LGA with the singular task of 
producing poison free food- 


Rythu Veda Patashala (RVP) draws farmers towards Creation-friendly agriculture 
promoting cooperation and engagement with diverse faiths and cultures 

with a singular focus of producing poison-free food chain. 
RVP stands for mutual appreciation and enrichment of 

all Scriptures and Life-Giving traditions enhancing common good 
rather than spreading of evil. 
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chain and protecting the planet 
earth by promoting Creation- 
Friendly agriculture, church 
learns to work closely with 
agricultural science that has 
grown over the years and feeding 
millions. The same technology 
and science which has become 
a hand maiden in the demonic 
hands of the dominant Powers 
and greedy institutions which 
have brought death and 
destruction of the planet, the 
same technology can also 
become Pro-Life and creation- 
friendly. 


Literal reading of the Bible 
has made many believers shy 
away from scientific scrutiny and 
dialogue from different angles. 
We are yet to learn Contemplative 
and Mystical reading of these 
ancient texts that takes us to the 
intent of the texts and not to the 
syntax and grammar underlying 
the texts. 


Just like many others, 
Science and Technology that 
promotes life and well-being is 
also a magnificent gift of God 
which needs to be utilized with 
utmost care. Science could also 
help us to boost and nurture the 
creation and help humans to live 
a more sustainable, safe, and 
responsible lives. For example, 
Al is now utilized in agriculture in 
a positive way, reducing much of 
the laborious drudgery of the 
farmers. In agriculture, we are 
dealing with living soil, living 
plants and changing seasons 
and climate, so at every step 
farmers wisdom and timely 
decisions are needed which 
cannot be taken away from the 
farmers and replaced by 
robots. 


4. Inthe Domain of 
Re-reading of the Bible 
through Agriculturist’s Eyes 


Christian LGA farmers 
understand that there are 
diverse and even conflicting 
statements in the Bible e.g. the 
two Creation narratives in Gen 
1 & 2. All seemingly 
contradicting or conflicting 
portions of the Bible need to be 
read with Rainbow principle. 
This principle | reached after 
many years of encountering 
such enigmas that we learn 
about. It teaches us that in the 
diverse and distinctive colours 
of the Rainbow in its entirety , 
that we can also see colours 
all merging themselves into one 
major singular Colour- white. 


Following the principle of the 
eternal Logos plunging into flesh 
and blood as in Jn 1.14, Jesus 
to be fully human and fully divine 
(church in the later century 
refuted the heretics affirming 
that ‘what ever Jesus did not 
assume he did not save’) 
Farmers teach the church that 
without Immersion there is no 
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Net-Zero Carbon Economy 


Mathew Koshy Punnackadu 


The global average 
concentration of CO2 in the 
atmosphere is, now, above 420 
ppm. This is an increase of 50% 
since the start of the Industrial 
Revolution, up from 280 ppm. 
Indeed, the concentration of 
carbon dioxide (CO2) in the 
Earth’s atmosphere has been 
steadily increasing, primarily 
due to human activities such as 
burning fossil fuels (coal, oil, 
and natural gas) and 
deforestation. This increase in 
CO2 is a significant driver of 
climate change, leading to 
various environmental 
consequences, including more 
frequent and severe 
hurricanes, cyclones, droughts, 
floods, and other extreme 
weather events. These events 
can have devastating impacts 
on communities and 
ecosystems. 


The transition away from a 
carbon-intensive economy is 
necessary to mitigate the worst 
impacts of climate change. It 
requires deliberate and 
coordinated efforts at local, 
national, and international levels. 
Anet-zero carbon economy, which 
aims to balance the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions 
produced with the amount 
removed from the atmosphere, 
offers various job opportunities 
across various sectors. 


We should have a clear 
vision of a new emerging society 
and its economic dimensions. 
Moreover, from that perspective, 
we have to train the personnel in 
an organised, institutional way. 
The present engineering 
colleges must reschedule their 
courses to train personnel for the 
new economic order. As the 
world transforms to a more 
sustainable and environmentally 
friendly economy, many new 
roles will emerge, while existing 
roles may evolve to align with 
these goals. 


Renewable energy refers to 
energy derived from sources 
naturally replenished, such as 
sunlight, wind, rain, tides, waves, 
and geothermal heat. Unlike 
fossil fuels (coal, oil, and natural 
gas), which are finite and 
contribute to greenhouse gas 
emissions, renewable energy 
sources are considered 
environmentally sustainable 
because they produce a little or 
no emissions and do not deplete 
over time. The renewable energy 
sector is one of the fastest- 
growing areas in a net-zero 
carbon economy. Sulphur 
hexafluoride is widely used for 
insulated switchgear in 
developing countries owing to 
increased renewable energy 
installations. Sulphur 
hexafluoride is the strongest 
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The transition away from a carbon-intensive economy is necessary 
to mitigate the worst impacts of climate change. 


It requires deliberate and coordinated efforts at local, national, and international levels. 


Anet-zero carbon economy, which aims to balance the amount of greenhouse gas emissions produced 
with the amount removed from the atmosphere, offers various job opportunities across various sectors. 


known greenhouse gas and has 
an atmospheric lifetime of 3,200 
years. 


Various countries have 
regulated or voluntary initiatives 
to monitor, report and phase out 
of SFt .There are no SFt 
regulations in Asia, that focus 
directly on transmission and 
distribution operators. While 
promoting renewable energy, 
this is a caution to find 
alternatives to Sulphur 
hexafluoride. 


In a world striving for a net- 
zero carbon economy, wind 
meteorologists are 
indispensable. As_ climate 
change leads to more extreme 
weather conditions, wind 
meteorologists are critical about 
predicting and preparing for 
severe storms, hurricanes, and 
other extreme weather 
conditions. Timely and accurate 
forecasts can help authorities 
and communities take preventive 
measures to protect 
infrastructure and human lives. 
Their expertise not only supports 
the growth of renewable energy 
sources like wind power but also 
plays a crucial role in addressing 
climate change, enhancing 
energy grid reliability, and 
safeguarding communities from 
extreme weather conditions. 


Hydrologists play a crucial 
role in a net-zero carbon 
economy, as their expertise in the 
study of water and its movement 
within the Earth’s atmosphere, 


surface, and _ subsurface 
systems is essential for 
addressing various 


environmental and climate- 
related challenges. There is a 
need to optimise water use and 
ensure the availability of clean 
water for various purposes, 
including drinking, agriculture, 
and industrial processes. 
Hydrologists contribute to 
climate change mitigation efforts 
by studying the impacts of 
climate change on water 
resources, such as changes in 
precipitation patterns, snowmelt, 
and drought frequency. 
Hydrologists study and model 
river and coastal systems to 
predict and manage flood risks. 
In anet-zero carbon economy, the 
work of hydrologists is closely 
intertwined with broader 


Dr. Mathew Koshy Punnackadu 
is an internationally renowned 
enviornmentaiist. 
He is the Hon. Advisor, 
Department of Ecological Concerns, 
CSI Synod 


sustainability and climate goals. 
Their expertise is essential for 
ensuring the responsible 
management of water resources 
while addressing climate- 
related challenges and reducing 
the carbon footprint of various 
sectors, including agriculture, 
energy, and urban development. 


Teleconferencing plays a 
significant and relevant role in 
achieving a net-zero economic 
order. Teleconferencing allows 
people to conduct meetings, 
conferences, and collaborations 
remotely, significantly cutting 
down on the carbon footprint 
associated with travel. When 
employees can work from home 
or other remote locations, it 
reduces the carbon emissions 
associated with commuting to 
work. Additionally, it can lead to 
smaller office spaces and 
reduced energy consumption in 
office buildings. 
Teleconferencing enables global 
collaboration without the need for 
international travel. 


Green building and 
construction, also Known as 
sustainable or eco-friendly 
construction, is an approach to 
designing, constructing, and 
operating buildings to minimise 
environmental impact while 
maximising resource efficiency 
and occupant comfort. This 
approach considers various 
aspects of sustainability, 
including energy efficiency, water 
conservation, indoor air quality, 
and sustainable materials. 


They contribute to global 


d 


efforts to mitigate climate change 
and promote sustainable 
development. Architects, 
engineers, and builders who 
focus on sustainable and energy- 
efficient construction techniques 
are in demand. 


Sustainable transportation is 
a critical component of achieving 
a net-zero carbon economy, as 
the transportation sector is one 
of the largest contributors to 
greenhouse gas emissions 
worldwide. One of the most 
significant steps towards 
sustainable transportation is the 
widespread adoption of electric 
vehicles (EVs). Beyond electric 
vehicles, other alternative fuels 
like hydrogen and biofuels can 
play a role in reducing 
emissions, especially for heavy- 
duty vehicles and long-haul 
transportation. Implementing 
smart transportation systems 
that utilise data and technology 
to optimise traffic flow, reduce 
congestion, and _ improve 
transportation efficiency, can lead 
to lower emissions. As the 
adoption of electric vehicles 
grows, there is a need for EV 
engineers, battery technicians, 
and charging infrastructure 
specialists. 


As more people embrace 
cycling as a sustainable and 
healthy mode of transportation, 
the demand for skilled bicycle 
mechanics is likely to increase. 
Bicycle mechanics contribute to 
the safety, enjoyment, and 
accessibility of cycling, making 
them an essential part of the shift 
towards more sustainable and 
active transportation options. 


Environmental consulting is 
a specialised field that provides 
expertise and advice on 
environmental issues to 
businesses, government 
agencies, organisations, and 
individuals. Their services 
cover a wide range of 
environmental issues and can 
vary depending on the specific 
needs of their clients. 


Sustainable farming 
practices and _ agricultural 
technology are crucial for 
reducing emissions from the 
agriculture sector. This can be 
achieved by adopting practices 
that reduce emissions, such as 
low-carbon machinery, reduced 


Waste management and recycling play a vital role in achieving a net-zero carbon economy 
by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 


conserving resources, and promoting sustainable practices. 


The transition to a circular economy, where materials are reused and recycled, 
creates a growing demand for skilled professionals in these fields. 


fertiliser use, and efficient energy 
management, while also actively 
sequestering carbon in soils and 
vegetation. Both sustainable 
agriculture specialists and 
precision agriculture experts 
play pivotal roles in modernising 


agriculture towards more 
sustainable and_ efficient 
practices. 

Forestry and land 


management are essential for 
the sustainable use of forests 
and other natural landscapes. 
These practices are crucial for 
environmental conservation, 
biodiversity preservation, carbon 
sequestration, and the long-term 
well-being of ecosystems and 
communities. Professionals in 
this field work to protect and 
restore forests, which act as 
carbon sinks. Jobs may include 
foresters and land 
conservationists. 


Waste management and 
recycling play a vital role in 
achieving a net-zero carbon 
economy by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
conserving resources, and 
promoting sustainable 
practices. The transition to a 
circular economy, where 
materials are reused and 
recycled, creates a growing 
demand for skilled professionals 
in these fields. 


Designing sewage systems 
that are not dependent on water 
is indeed a pressing need, 
especially in regions facing water 
scarcity and in developing 
countries where access to clean 
water is limited. These systems 
can help address multiple 
challenges, including water 
conservation, sanitation, and 
public health. Overall, the 
demand for sanitary engineers 
in a net-zero economy will likely 
increase as communities and 


governments prioritise 
sustainable, efficient, and 
environmentally friendly 


sanitation solutions. 


Restructuring the global 
economy will create new 
industries and new jobs— 
indeed, whole new professions 
and new specialties. The world 
energy economy is on the verge 
of a significant transformation. 
In simplest terms, our fossil- 
fuel-based, automobile- 
centered, throwaway economy 
is not a viable model for the 
world. The alternative is a solar/ 
hydrogen energy economy, an 
urban transport system 
centered on advanced-design 
public rail systems that rely 
more on the bicycle and less on 
the automobile, and a 
comprehensive reuse/recycle 
economy. e 
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NIFEA Group calls for reimagined alternatives 


>>> Contd. from Page 8 Col. 1 

“Climate change is causing 
extreme weather disasters, and 
biodiversity and pollution are 
making it harder for vulnerable 
people to live in a sustainable 
way,” noted the communiqué. 
“Poverty, hunger, and social 
inequality are at an all-time high, 
and a huge debt crisis puts 


countries at risk of losing their | sustainable.” 


economic sovereignty. All of this 
calls for a shake-up in the global 
economic system that is fair and 


Prine meeting was brought together through the New International Financial Economic Architecture 
(NIFEA) process. NIFEA is a collaborative ecumenical effort of the World Communion of Reformed 
Churches, World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, Methodist World Council, and 

Council for World Mission. It is supported by funds from Otto per Mille. 


“The vulnerability of the global 
systems has exposed the crisis 
as regards the unsustainability 
of the current development 


paradigms, which continues to 
perpetuate deadlyhoods rather 
than livelihoods, contrary to 
sustainability of 


economic and financial 


architecture.” 


The group called “upon the 
G20 to reiterate its commitment 
to achieving an inclusive, 
gender-just, equitable global 
order in line with the Paris 
Climate Agreement, the 2030 
Agenda of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and the 


the Addis Ababa Action ROeNEE: 


local 


NIFEA Communique 


We, the members of communities including social 
thinkers, clergy, theologians, activists, and community 
leaders representing social organizations, ecumenical 
institutions, and religious traditions, gathered under 
the aegis of the New International Financial Economic 
Architecture (NIFEA). We met at a time when leaders 
of the G20 were also gathering to deliberate on the 
future of this planet. 


We affirm 


We affirm a commitment to enabling the formation of 
alternative communities committed to a just economic 
and financial architecture alternative to the current 
economic and financial regimes potently embodied in 
the composition of the G20 global regime. Its exclusionary 
practices of the world have been condensed into 
dominant neocolonial economic paradigms as the 
inherent character of the global economic and financial 
architecture. 


We realise 


A substantive formal workforce has now been 
subsumed in the informal workforce. Home as the arena 
of the establishment is yet to be recognized within the 
dominant vocabulary of ‘skill development’ in the 
discussion of labour. The platform economy in the 
narrative of labour is yet to be addressed in policymaking. 
The care economy is heavily gendered, with women’s 
physical and financial contribution largely ignored where 


migrant women become central to the care economy, 
especially in the Global North. Discussions on the nation- 
state are digressed from notions of the welfare state. 


People are often projected as beneficiaries rather 
than citizens having inalienable rights. Social security 
remains an unprioritised aspect in the macro-financial 
budgetary provisions especially. The existing 2% of the 
GDP is evidentiary in providing for the social security along 
with a mutual contribution of the employee. 


How do we integrate the affirmative notions of skill, 
home economy, care economy, and social security within 
the existing economic and financial architecture? 


We comprehend 


The world is on the brink of recession. Climate 
change is causing extreme weather disasters, and 
biodiversity and pollution are making it harder for 
vulnerable people to live in a sustainable way. 


Poverty, hunger, and social inequality are at an all- 
time high, and a huge debt crisis puts countries at risk of 
losing their economic sovereignty. All of this calls for a 
shake-up in the global economic system that is fair and 
sustainable. The vulnerability of the global systems has 
exposed the crisis as regards the unsustainability of the 
current development paradigms, which continues to 
perpetuate deadlyhoods rather than livelihoods, contrary 
to sustainability of the local economic and financial 
architecture. 


NIFEA: New Interna.onal Financial and Economic 
Architecture, a collabora.ve ecumenical effort All 
international financial institutions are dominated by 
neocolonial powers and developing economies with 
imperialist objectives and play no part in democratic 
governance. Billions of dollars of investment by 
international financial institutions in critical sectors, 
including energy, infrastructure, transport, and even 
climate action instead of making things better have 
devastated peoples’ lives and livelihoods. 


These investments have led to the occupation of land 
and territory by corporations, the displacement of local 
populations, the commodification and privatization of 
natural resources and environmental degradation, the 
violation towards the livelihood of natural 
resourcedependent communities, and the protection of 
private capital investments from economic risk through 
public funds. 


Furthermore, international financial institutions 
continue lobbying with elected governments to impose 
anti-people legislation and policies that commodify and 
finance projects that do not adequately protect the 
environment and social welfare. The G20 reforms by 
international financial institutions have focused on 
increasing private sector investment and foreign direct 


investment. 
To be continued ” 


>>> Contd. from Page 2 Col. 4 


“Wilderness Theology” 
Power and Wisdom from the Wilderness 


chose a way that confirmed the 


the temptations that seek to dis- 
tract Him from His mission. Like- 
wise, in our own wilderness ex- 
periences, we encounter various 
temptations that threaten our 
spiritual journey. Through prayer, 
fasting, and reliance on God’s 
Word, we can overcome these 
temptations and emerge stron- 
ger in our faith. 


The wilderness experience 
of Jesus gives us a glimpse of 
the fight that we must under- 
take. If Jesus accepted to pass 


What Church Learns 


> 


The challenge for us today is to undergo the wilderness experience of 


proclamation, self-realization and rejection so that we by losing our lives 


for the sake of the gospel, may find its true meaning and purpose. 


through death, He who is the Son 
of God, it is to show us that even 
in the most complete degrada- 
tion, in the most fragile condition 
of lives, we must recognize the 
divine presence. After having 
chosen life, we must also 
choose the one who is its source: 
God. 


We must make our entire life 


as an act of faith, that is, of total 
confidence in the love of God 
which accompanies us every- 
where and always, whatever be- 
ing the trials, in the joyful and in 
the sorrowful moments of our 
lives. In the wilderness, despite 
being out of our comfort zone, we 
are equipped and empowered to 
resist the temptations and se- 


d 


ductions of power, prestige and 
popularity and to become patient 
and persevering in our disciple- 
ship. 

If Jesus had opted for the 
logic of self-preservation, He 
would have sought the easy way 
out. Instead, He chose another 
way, a way that cost Him every- 
thing, including His very life. He 


paradoxical truth of his own 
words: those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for the sake 
of the gospel — that is for the 
sake of God’s loving desire for 
the world — will find it. The chal- 
lenge for us today is to undergo 
the wilderness experience of 
proclamation, self-realization 
and rejection so that we by los- 
ing our lives for the sake of the 
gospel, may find its true mean- 
ing and purpose. e 


Farmers 


>>> Contd. from Page 3 Col. 5 
Incarnation! Faith pilgrimage 
from Soul to Soil is easier for the 
farmer working in his farm that 
peasants remind the church to 
follow their Lord for whom the 
Second Person in the Holy Trinity 
and for eternal Logos, there was 
no other way except to plunge 
deep down to become earthly 
Jesus. As the body of Christ, 
church also need to follow suit 
and become friend of the soil. 


5. In the Domain of Inter-faith 
Coalition and Engagement 


As a student of the Bible, | 
began to re-read the Scriptures 
through the eyes of the 
distressed farmer and the Earth. 
The pull of the Bible as a light- 
house of hope and destiny was 
so intense that my team was 
inching towards initiating a 
Farmers Bible College. But the 
Spirit of Jesus prevailed over us 
through the wisdom sections of 


From Creation-Friendly 


the Bible, Theo-centric life and 
the words of Jesus. We were 


exposed to the overused farm 
lands, open grain markets and 
power corridors that decide the 
fate of millions of farmers in this 
country. These pushed us 
towards Multi-faith and Earth 
Friendly Veda Patashala (‘ Veda’ 
in all Indian languages means 
Sacred Scriptures and 
Patashala means school) 


From time immemorial the 


farming community hails from 
a mosaic of faiths. Ancient 
practices from different 
cultures and from diverse 
geographic terrains have stood 
the test of time. Rythu Veda 
Patashala (RVP) — Farmers’ 
School of Faiths seeks to 
fathom this very wisdom and 
heritage from the prevailing 
sacred traditions, Scriptures 
and best practices that had 
saved millions of fauna and flora 


and contunued to provide food. 


RVP_ draws farmers towards 
Creation-friendly agriculture 
promoting cooperation and 
engagement with diverse faiths 
and cultures with a singular 
focus of producing poison-free 
food chain. RVP stands for 
mutual appreciation and 
enrichment of all Scriptures and 
Life-Giving traditions enhancing 
common good rather than 
spreading of evil. e 
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Contemporary Global Political Economy - 4 


is the order of the day 


Varughese George 


The post-colonial societies 
had experienced terrible 
political and economic turmoil 
when they decided to pursue 
an independent development 
path insulated from global 
capital. 


When Salvadore Allende in 
Chile nationalized the copper 
companies, the US 
multinationals sponsored a 
military coup and he was ousted 
and assassinated. Joe Goulart, 
the President of Brazil 
nationalised the United Fruit 
company and that signalled the 
end of democracy in Brazil till 
Lula returned to power ina 
socialist and Basic Christian 
Community upsurge. In Iran, the 
Prime Minister Dr. Mosaddeq 
was ousted when he 
nationalized the Anglo-French oil 
companies. It was followed by a 
ruthless dictatorship of Shah 
Pahlavi. In Nigeria, the Nobel 
laureate Ken Saro Viva was 
hanged to death for speaking 
against Shell companies’ oil 
exploitation. 


But, in the new globalized 
context that witnessed the ‘the 
expansive process of capital 
accumulation’, according to 
Paul. M. Sweezy, the above type 
of direct intervention is no more 
necessary. Transnational 
corporations and international 
capital have devised new 
methods to extract resources 
from the South invoking the 
provisions of World Trade 
Organisation. They do 
pressurize the developing 
countries for market access in 
manifold ways. 


First, the developed countries 
grant huge subsidies to their 
cultivators. The Economist 
reported that in the US the 
average annual subsidy for 
cotton farmer is $3,60,000 
dollars and thus for cotton 
farmers alone the US gives $ 4 
billion annually. This subsidized 
cotton could be sold _ in 
international markets at a very 
low price. The traditionally poor 
cotton producing and exporting 
countries which are unable to 
give subsidy to its farmers cannot 
compete with the US cotton and 
thus many countries in Africa 
including Burkina Faso and 
Chad found its economy ravaged. 


Secondly, to restrict the entry 
of products of the developing 
countries into developed market, 
anti-dumping measures are 
strictly recommended. Fish 
exports from Cochin confronted 
anti-dumping duty in the US and 


Even now as the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) estimated, 
out of hundred children between three and five age, 
thirty are malnourished and hence their growth stunted. 


Among women between 15 and 35 age, 


out of hundred, thirty-five are malnourished and anaemic. 
Instead of addressing this problem, in right earnest, 


the Indian government dismissed 


the Chairman of the International Institute for Population Studies 


EU markets alleging that it was 
being sold at cheap prices 
ignoring the fact that the cost for 
catching the fish in Cochin is 
rather low compared to that of the 
developed countries. 


Thirdly, the developing 
countries yielded to the 
pressures of the developed 
world for allowing entry of 
multinational retail companies 
and the initial condition was that 
these companies would do local 
sourcing of atleast twenty percent 
of products being sold. If at all 
they buy certain products they buy 
it at cheap prices since the local 
farmers are not in aposition to 
bargain with companies like 
Walmart. 


These big retailers will 
initially sell the products at rather 
low rates than the sales-price in 
small retail shops and the latter 
would find it difficult to catch with 
the former and eventually the 
small retailer shall abandon his 
trade. Then the Multinational 
retailer will raise the price since 
they secured a monopoly in that 
region. 

Also, in the pretext of clean 
energy, the West is pushing the 
sales of nuclear reactors to the 
third world. The US has not set 


that prepared the data! 


countries must obtain its key 
ingredient, plutonium. Since 
many countrie sare aspiring to 
make bomb, they get plutonium 
from such reactors. Thus, the 
West contracts the business of 
sales of nuclear reactors and 
demolishes the growing 
momentum of nuclear non- 
proliferation! By the left hand the 
developed countries are 
drafting resolutions on nuclear 
disarmament and by the right 
hand they are signing nuclear 
deals. 


Another area of corporate 
exploitation is land 


The World Bank argues that 
‘large scale farming can provide 
opportunities for the poor 
countries with large agricultural 
sectors and ample endowments 
of land’. But Transnational 
Institute demystifies the 
meaning of the above statement 
thus, “the assumption is that 
ongoing rural crisis of persistent 
chronic poverty and widespread 
hunger is at base at the crisis of 
lack of investment. Thus, the 
current upswing of big-investor 
interest in land is portrayed as a 
‘must-seize’ opportunity. 
Moreover, advocates have said 
that the investment will have to 


Dr. Varughese George 
is the National General Secretary 
of Lok Tantrik Janata Dal 


up a nuclear plant in the last four 
decades in that country. The 
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists 
recently wrote, ‘The Biden 
administration is providing $2 
billion subsidy to Bill Gates to 
develop exotic, “fast” nuclear 
reactors, which originally were 
designed explicitly to increase 
supplies of plutonium. Gate’s 
nuclear energy startup Terra 
Power promises not to use them 
this way, but the reactors are so 
expensive that countries 
importing them could cite 
economics to justify turning them 
into plutonium factories”. The 
point is, to make bomb, the 


The developing countries yielded 

to the pressures of the developed world 

for allowing entry of multinational retail companies 

and the initial condition was 

that these companies would do local sourcing of 

atleast twenty percent of products being sold. 

If at all they buy certain products they buy it at cheap prices 
since the local farmers are not in aposition 

to bargain with companies like Walmart. 


JUSTICE 
should never be 
JUST 
ICED JESTS! 


be large-scale and corporate 
controlled in order to be capable 
of higher international 
competitive capabilities in the 
increasingly integrated value 
chains of global agricultural 
production”. In India large 
agricultural companies are 
procuring wheat and rice in large 
quantity paying advance price to 
the cultivators and keeping it in 


silos either for export or 
domestic release. The 
importance of the Food 


Corporation of India (FCI) is on 
the decline. The FCI was 
founded even before Indian 
independence in the context of 
the infamous Bengal famine that 
killed 1.5 million people. Since 
then, FCI has been procuring 
wheat and food, and distributing 
it through the public distribution 
system at a subsidised price. A 
diminishing role of FC] means 
less procurement by the 
government leaving procurement 
to food multinationals. The Three 
farm laws passed by the Indian 
parliament in 2022 and the 
withdrawal of all three laws in the 
face of stiff opposition from the 
farmers of Panjab and western 
Uttar Pradesh is a pointer to the 
posterity. If the government 
withdraws from procurement 
and distribution, there will be 
exorbitant price of food articles 
and the victims will be the poor. 
Even now as the National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS) 
estimated, out of hundred 
children between three and five 
age, thirty are malnourished and 
hence their growth stunted. 
Among women between 15 and 
35 age, out of hundred, thirty- 
five are malnourished and 
anaemic. Instead of addressing 
this problem, in right earnest, the 
Indian government dismissed 
the Chairman of the International 
Institute for Population Studies 
that prepared the data! 


Thus corporate exploitation 
is the order of the day on the 
‘helpless multitudes’. The ever- 
changing forms of capitalism 
like Competitive capitalism, 
monopoly capitalism, digital 
capitalism, all have the one and 
same objective, exploitation. 
The search to end this 
exploitation has also been 
going parallel to it from the 
onset of capitalism. As 
capitalism changes its strategy 
the exploited may also change 
their strategy to be more broad 
based as exemplified by the 
struggling masses in Latin 
America. 
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“When they had finished breakfast, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me more than these?” 
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ 
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
He said to him the third time 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was grieved because he said to him 
the third time,” Do you love me?” 
(This he said to show by what death 
he was to glorify God. ) And after this he said to him, 
“Follow me.”” John 21: 15-19. 


a 


In the last reflection, ‘Along 
with Him-500’, we began our 
reflection on the question 
“Simon, son of John, do you love 
me more than these?”, of the 
Risen Master to Simon Peter, 
one of his chief disciples. There 
were clear reasons for the Risen 
Master for asking that question 
to Peter who had led his 
master’s six disciples to go out 
for fishing, totally ignoring the 
mission of ‘fishing of men’. 

3. Commit yourself to estab- 
lish the ‘Kingdom of God’, 
putting the sword 

into the sheath. 


One more thing can be 
pointed out that made the Risen 


2 Tim. 2:14-19 


“But the solid foundation 
that God has laid cannot be 
shaken; and on it are written 
these words: The Lord knows 
those are his and whoever 
says that he belongs to the 
Lord must turn away from 
wrongdoing” (v.19). 

The writer and thinker, 
Benjamin Franklin prepared a 
sentence to be etched on his 
tomb. It read: “Here lies the 
dead body of Benjamin 
Franklin, just like a book 
whose binding has been torn 
away, waiting to be eaten up 
by worms. But the essence of 
the book shall remain for 
ever.” 


St. Paul assures us in the 
Scripture portion that we 
meditate upon, that God has 
put His seal over His people 
and that they are His! Thatis a 
stamp of claim about His 
ownership over His people. In 


Master to put the question, “Do 
you love me.....”, to his beloved 
disciple Peter. When the band of 
soldiers and officers of Jews, had 
come to seize Jesus, Peter had 
drawn out his sword and cut off 
the right ear of one of them. 
“Then Simon Peter, having a 
sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest’s slave and cut off his right 
ear.” John 18:10. But during that 
very critical time, Jesus’ re- 
sponse to that apparently daring 
act of Peter was, “Put your sword 
into its sheath; shall | not drink 
the cup which the Father has 
given me? “ John 18:11. 


The Risen Lord wanted to 
make sure that his disciple 


Inauguration Of A New Way - 6 


How and where 


do we see 


our Master and Lord? 


would love the Master who even 
while wielding Christ's power - 
Matthew 28:18 - would not use it 
for the establishment of the King- 
dom for which he rose up, and 
went to him. Also the Risen Mas- 
ter wanted to ensure whether 
Peter would cast away his love 
of the sword and follow ‘the cru- 
cified Christ? who conquered 
death and rose up and went af- 
ter his disciples with no sign of 
glory, power and authority. 


The Risen Lord wanted to 
ensure that his beloved disciple 
Peter loved that Jesus who 
wielded no sword, who did not 
ascend onto the throne and who 
did not allot seats on the right 
or the left. Jesus now asks that 
question to us too. Which Jesus 
do we love? Do we love that 
Jesus who revealed himself to 
Peter on the Tiberian sea 
shore? 


4. Jesus, the captive, 
is not known to Peter ! 


“....80 the band of soldiers 
and their captain and the officers 
of the Jews, seized Jesus and 
bound him......... Simon Peter 
followed Jesus, and so did an- 
other disciple. As the disciple was 
known to the high priest, he en- 
tered the court of high priest 


along with Jesus, while Peter 
stood outside the door. So the 
other disciple, who was known to 
the high priest, went out and 
spoke to the maid who kept the 
door and brought Peter in. The 
maid who kept the door said to 
Peter, “Are not you also one of 
this man’s disciples?. He said, 
“lam not”. Now the servants and 
officers had made a charcoal fire, 
because it was cold, and they 
were standing and warming them- 
selves; Peter also was with them, 
standing and warming himself.” 
John 18:12-18 (RSV). The Risen 
Master went after the disciples 
who had been selected to be 
‘fishers of men’ but had gone for 
‘fishing of fish’! Still, he served 
them breakfast who were hun- 
gry after the extremely tiring 
fishing of fish!! After they ‘fin- 
ished breakfast’, the Risen Lord 
asked Simon Peter who had led 
them for ‘fishing of fish’, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me 
more than these?.” John 21:15 
(RSV). Then Peter replied 
unhesitatingly “Yes Lord, you 
know that I love you.” John 21:16 
(RSV). This is the critical, pain- 
ful issue. When the Master was 
a captive, facing cruel interro- 
gations, Peter was not a dis- 
ciple of his! And he, even, stood 


LAMP UNTO THE FEET, LIGHT UNTO THE PATH 


Whose Are We? 
The Lord’s or The World’s? 


slaves. 


Every believer bears on his/her personality the 
stamp of God. God has stamped us with the Holy 
Spirit. We should have perfect awareness and 
knowledge about it. If so, we will be certain that we 
are our Lord’s and not this World’s and that we will 
not end up with this world! 


St. Louis was once arrested by the Roman 
soldiers who persecuted him and asked him: 
“Which courtry do you belong to?” His answer was: 
“lam a Christian’. The next question came: “What 
do you do?” He replied: “Il am a Christian”. They 
asked him again: “Which family do you belong to?” 
For that also he replied: “I am a Christian”. 


What he was trying to say was: “I do not belong 
to this world; | belong to Christ!” If it is the stamp of 
Christ that is imprinted on us, as the Apostle says, 
we should be able to: “turn away from wrong doings” 


(v.19). 


Let us not forget it 


and let us live in this word accordingly. 


those days the slaves used to be stamped on their 
bodies with the signs of their owners. They affirmed 
the ownership claim of the masters over their 


May God help. 


and warmed himself along with 
the ‘Servants and officers’, who 
had caught his Master! But 
when his master conquered 
death, went after the disciples 
who had run away for fishing, 
and cared for them, Peter loved 
his Master! 


Is it not very disturbing? 
Should it not inspire us for a 
deep reflection. Do we also love 
the Master when he stands be- 
fore us victorius and do not love 
him when he presents himself 
as a ‘captive’? Jesus himself 
had told his disciples, “when 
the Son of man comes in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious 
throne....Then the king will say 
to those at his right hand ...I 
was in prison and you came to 
me..... ” Matthew 25:31-46. 
When the Master himself was 
a captive, one of the chief dis- 
ciples did not go with the Mas- 
ter but even said that he did not 
know his Master! This is an un- 
avoidable question to us also. 
How and where do we see 
our Master and Lord? e 


To be continued 


Prof. A. V. Itty, 
former Professor of English 
at Bishop Moore College, 
Mavelikara, 
is, now, engaged 
in the Evangelical, 
and Educational Ministry 
undertaken by ADORE 
in the Rayagada Dist. 
in Odisha. 
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Food For Thought: 


Whose stamp is on us? 
The Lord’s or the World’s? 
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Asia Sunday - 2023 


Will be observed on 1st October 2023 


Asia Sunday-2023 will be 
observed on 1 October 2023 
and the theme will be the same 
as that of the 15' General 
Assembly of the Christian 
Conference of Asia (CCA), ‘God, 
Renew Us in Your Spirit and 
Restore the Creation’. 


CCA member churches and 
councils are requested to 
observe Asia Sunday 
on 1 October 2023. 


Asia Sunday is usually observed every year on the Sunday before 
Pentecost, but this year’s Asia Sunday observance will be in 
conjunction with the CCA General Assembly, offering CCA member 
churches and councils the opportunity to reflect upon the Assembly 
theme and pray for the forthcoming Asian ecumenical event. 


The 15th General Assembly of the CCA will be held from 27 
September to 4 October 2023. Over 500 Assembly participants will 
join several local congregations in and around Kottayam for Sunday 
worship on 1 October 2023. 


“God’s expansive love encompasses all creatures, from the 
smallest life forms to the vast ecosystems that shape our planet. 
Rooted in this divine love, this specially prepared liturgy for Asia 
Sunday—2023 beckons us to rekindle our commitment to care for the 
earth as God’s entrusted stewards. The Asia Sunday—2023 draws 
us into sacred dialogue with our Creator as we beseech our Lord for 
divine intervention, ‘God, Renew Us in Your Spirit and Restore the 
Creation,” said CCA General Secretary Dr Mathews George Chunakara 
in the Foreword to the special Asia Sunday liturgy. 


The theme of the forthcoming CCA Assembly features the 
theological significance of ‘creation’ for the first time in the history of 
the CCA Assemblies. The theme acknowledges the theological 
emphasis of creation more comprehensively and considers how 
affirming the truth of God’s creation affects human beings created in 
the image of God, who are the culmination of God’s creation, added 
the CCA General Secretary. 


“We respectfully urge all CCA member churches, councils, and 
ecumenical partners to observe Asia Sunday on 1 October 2023. 
We also request special prayers as the CCA begins a new 
implementation period and continues its journey of accompaniment 
and of being an instrument of God for the Asian churches,” said 


the CCA General Secretary. 
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NIFEA Group calls for 


Indigenous women gather for a rally at the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
COP27, calling for justice and for Indignous women’s voice to be heard 
(Albin Hillert/Life on Earth). 

Meeting at the same time as the G20 Summit held in Delhi, 
India, on 9 and 10 September, a group of social thinkers, community 
activists, theologians, and religious leaders, has called for “radical 
alternatives” to be reimagined “as an alternative to capitalism, 
state domination, patriarchy, ‘ableism’, ‘cis-heteronormativity’, and 
all forms of racism and casteism.” 


“Multiple spheres of systemic alternatives are already present, 
from Indigenous ecological resilience and wisdom, radical 
democracy, economic democracy, culture and knowledge diversity, 
social justice, and well-being,” stated a communiqué issued by the 
group. 

During their deliberations on the issues of life and livelinood that 
were important in the Indian as well as the global context, the group 
heard the voices of women, Dalits, Indigenous people, sexual 
minorities, and people living with disabilities. 
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The best way to cheer yourself up: 
cheer Everybody else up 


— Mark Twain 
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dynamic chrishan witness. and action 


The 15th General Assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia 


“God, Renew Us In Your Spirit 
And Restore The Creation” 


Introduction to the Bible Studies 


Mathews George Chunakara 
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‘God, Renew Us in Your Spirit 
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Bible study motivates us to grow in our faith, increases our 
knowledge of God’s divine plans, and gives us wisdom and fresh 
understanding. It brings strength and guidance for life. 


The rich treasures in the Bible help us understand how God’s 
desires and plans for humanity are shaped. They reveal the most 
profound components of the mystery of God’s salvific deeds. This 
revelation also illustrates the story of our separation from God by sin, 
God’s unfailing faithfulness for the redemption of humanity, and God’s 
provisions for the restoration of God’s creation. The Bible’s most 
important and timeless message, Restoration, is universally and 
perpetually applicable to humanity. However, it is essential to better 
understand the fullness of biblical messages and comprehend in 
depth the relevance of the truth in the Scripture. 


We believe that the truth manifested in the Scripture is relevant 
to our lives. As we engage in meaningful Bible study, we open 
ourselves to transformation. As St. Paul says, “All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and 
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 


However, the most significant aspect depends on how well we 
are cognizant of, and interpret, the Scripture contextually. The topmost 
imperative of hermeneutics, the art and science of biblical 
interpretation, is to consider the context to determine relevance. 
This implies understanding how the Bible was meant for its original 
audience and how it applies to the contemporary context. It is 
precisely for this reason that we must understand what the text 
meant to its original context, and then we need to understand and 
interpret the significance of the chasm between then and now. In 
order to grow in our spiritual life, regular and meaningful Bible study 
is vital, and it will help us to be able to discern what is best. Presented 
in this book are twelve Bible studies centred around the theme of the 
15th General Assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), 
“God, Renew Us in Your Spirit and Restore the Creation”. 


Christian Conference of Asia 


an o7gan anid fellowehip of churches and ecumenical councik Masia for inidacing and faciitaring 


Dr. Mathews George Chunakara 
is the General Secretary of 
the Christian Conference of Asia 


Itis our hope and prayer that 
these Bible studies will be 
helpful in facilitating meaningful 
reflections on the CCA 
Assembly theme and its three 
sub-themes. -— CCA News 
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